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- Background of Finnish education system
- Main ideologies behind the educational policy
- Main ideas behind the new National Core

Curriculum (implemented in August 2016)
- Finnish teachers’ professional role
- Finnish education in international perspective
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This presentation
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Michael Moore: Finnish School

A clip of a documentary film Where to Invade Next
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WVCTqgrFIPs
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Culture of Trust on School
Level…
No school inspections
No superintendents
Hardly any national testing
No ranking systems
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• Books, pens, paper….
• Meals
• Transportation
• Health care (nurse, doctor)
• Social and psychological services
• Guidance and counselling
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Basic Education is Free
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Finnish schools and
teachers

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ntdYxqRce_s&t=99s
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Finnish teachers’
professional role
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FinnishTeacher…

• The profession is highly respected
• Lots of applicants (especially for class teacher programs)
• One of the most popular professions still

• Has to follow the law & the curriculum & local guidelines
• Has to be qualified
but
• Has pedagogical autonomy
• Is not inspected, monitored, etc.
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Student admission (2016), University of
Helsinki

Degree programme Applicants

Participated in
Entrance

Exam Places %

Class teacher education 1770 1075 120 11

Crafts teacher education 193 97 32 33
Home economics teacher
education 307 157 33 21
Kindergarten teacher
education 1014 595 120 20

Special teacher education 790 467 20 4

Subject teacher education 789 525 444 85
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• Pedagogical decisions concerning
• Methods
• Weekly and yearly schedule
• Books, materials, ICT
• Differentiation & co-teaching
• Projects
• Field trips
• Time used in different subjects (although there are national

mandatory guidelines)
• Home-school cooperation
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Finnish Teachers’ Autonomy



www.helsinki.fi/yliopisto

• Lots of paper work especially related to three-stage (special needs)
support

• The framework of the school sets some boundaries:
• PE classes, language classess, other classess taught by a subject teacher,

special ed. classess….
• The school building, how flexible the structure of the building or the rules

among the community are
• Assessment of learning outcomes

• School community:
• Team work culture? Individual working culture?
• ”This is the way we have always done things….”

• Hidden rules:
• Appearance
• Behavior
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However….
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• Integration of special education students has caused lot’s
of new demands and challenges for teachers

• Increased immigration causes new, increased challenges
• Marginalization in the society has caused polarization, i.e.

certain areas are poorer, (uneducated, unemployed, &
immigrant backgound population)

• Tightening resources due to global financial recess has
caused sever cut-backs also in the education sector.

• Differences have grown also in national achievement tests
• Differences between cities and the rural ares are growing
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However…
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Finnish Education in
International Perspective
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Finnish educational
system and teaching in it

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ORoh03xc534
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Questions?
Comments?

Thank you!
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